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Press Release from P.E. Schall GmbH & Co. KG Trade Fairs and Exhibitions

regarding: OPTATEC 2010 at the Frankfurt Exhibition Centre

OPTATEC – The Original Celebrates its 10th Birthday

10th OPTATEC International Trade Fair for Future Optical Technologies, Components, Systems and Manufacturing at the Frankfurt Exhibition Centre from the 15th through the 18th of June, 2010

A year before the next event opens it’s already clear: The original OPTATEC will not only celebrate its 10th birthday, it will demonstrate renewed strength as well. Whereas in particular laser technology has recently been getting additional coverage which above all concentrates on manufacturing applications, OPTATEC focuses on all relevant fields of the Optical Technologies. After all, the future issues of the industrialised world involve more that just Optical Technologies in the form of various laser systems and applications processes. The10th OPTATEC will present current and upcoming trends including fibre-optics, photovoltaic, LED technology, laser technology, safety technology and medical engineering in a favourable light. And thus not only will isolated business opportunities be made accessible to the Optical Technologies industry, but rather entirely new, inter-divisional fields of business and markets as well.

OPTATEC – Much More than Just Laser Technology ...

Optical components, materials, coatings and systems, optomechanical components, optoelectronic components, photovoltaic components, fibre-optics and optical guided-wave technology, fibre-optic devices, light sources, laser beam sources, optical transmission and information technology, infrared technology, UV technology, optical sensors and further nomenclature headings of this sort make it plainly apparent that the OPTATEC international trade fair for future Optical Technologies, components, systems and manufacturing sees itself as a multi-industry information and business platform. And in this way it differs significantly from other trade fairs at which, for example, the laser is simply presented as a machining tool; and although this is certainly justified, it hardly does justice to the possibility of using laser systems for purposes above and beyond machining.

Practical Application of Optical Technologies

But this is just one side of a vast range of possible future oriented applications for Optical Technologies. The solar and photovoltaic industries, medical engineering and safety technology can also take advantage of a great variety of optical technologies to a greater extent, and profit from the technology transfer between theory and R&D, and practical industrial applications. Incidentally, the OPTATEC exhibitor advisory board, who coined the motto “Meet the Future of Optics!”, sees things the same way. Together with private trade fair promoters P. E. Schall GmbH & Co. KG, due to a range of applications which can scarcely be narrowed down, OPTATEC 2010 will present technologies, products and subsystems, and demonstrate complete solutions laid out for specific applications.

Meet the Future of Optics!

For the first time, the EOS Symposium on Trends in Optical Technologies, ESTO 2010, will be held concurrent to the 10th OPTATEC in Frankfurt. Nationally and internationally leading experts will report on the latest trends and up-to-date developments from the world of Optical Technologies in sessions of 90 to 120 minutes each.

The “new OPTATEC” is being so well accepted by return exhibitors and potential new participants that just less than a year before the 10th OPTATEC opens, 80% of the floor space occupied at the last event in 2008 has already been booked.

The Schall Group of Companies
The Schall group organises a total of 26 national and international exhibitions at its own, and at external venues both inside and outside of Germany. Six of these are public exhibitions, for example “Faszination Modellbau”. The other 20 events are technical trade fairs which cover important industry sectors. Motek (handling technology), Optatec (optical technologies) and Car & Sound (mobile electronics) are worldwide, leading technical trade fairs. Fakuma (plastics processing) and Blechexpo (sheet metal processing) are each considered the number two events in their respective industries throughout the world, and Control (quality assurance) is considered number one around the globe. At the events which take place in Germany, 12 to 20% of the visitors come from foreign countries. Alone in Stuttgart, Schall’s Motek, Control and Blechexpo trade fairs occupied at total of more than 1,900,000 square feet of floor space in 2007 (this corresponds to 19 fully occupied pavilions) thus making a considerable contribution to utilisation of the Stuttgart Exhibition Centre. On the twelve days during which these events were held, representatives from roughly 3000 exhibiting companies, as well as approximately 80,000 visitors came to Stuttgart – a significant push for the local economy, service providers, hotels and restaurants. In the meantime, the trade fair concepts for Motek and Control have also been adopted in France, Italy, Austria, Sweden, China and India. Depending upon which events take place in each respective year, the Schall group generates an annual turnover of about €28 million with roughly 50 employees.
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