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Press Release from P.E. Schall GmbH & Co. KG Trade Fairs and Exhibitions

regarding: OPTATEC 2010 at the Frankfurt Exhibition Centre


OPTATEC 2010 – Innovative Power in the 10th Anniversary Year!

The OPTATEC international trade fair for future optical technologies, components, systems and manufacturing will present a comprehensive range of products, information and communication offering on its tenth birthday.

The economically critical year of 2009 will be followed by the economically difficult year of 2010, by which some members of OPTATEC’s industry sector will be effected in a special way – i.e. in a positive fashion! Now that the German federal government intends to cut subventions for the photovoltaic and solar industries, exclamations of disbelief are resounding throughout this growth sector. In the face of the streamlining pressure which is expected to prevail, economic production is hardly possible by means of conventional production processes, for which reason the 10th OPTATEC, which will take place at the international Frankfurt Exhibition Centre from 15 to 18 June 2010, will be attributed tremendous significance. Because manufacturers of photovoltaic and solar technology will have to realign and reorganise themselves if they want to cope with the enormous technological, and above economic challenges, which will present themselves in the near future.

OPTATEC – Focussed on the Essentials

With its comprehensive portfolio covering both theory and practice, the OPTATEC international trade fair for future optical technologies, components, systems and manufacturing offers forward-looking solutions which will open up entirely new opportunities for the manufacturers of photovoltaic and solar technology. As a result, OPTATEC is gaining significance in this sector as well, and it’s already extremely well established in all other fields of application for optical technologies – in contrast to the rampant, uncontrolled growth of manufacturing oriented “technical trade fairs” which have devoted themselves to, amongst other things, laser technology, and in doing so only consider possible applications.

OPTATEC – the Future of Optics Meets Solutions

In comparison, OPTATEC is much more than just a mirror image of possible applications for optical technologies, because it has the entire process sequence in its field of view – from R&D to production and installation, right on up to applications and service. Technology transfer in actual practice from the researchers to the industrial users – this is the motto of OPTATEC’s promoters, who will be supported by a host of renowned international institutions and organisations on the occasion of the event’s anniversary. The newly created “Training & Science” theme park, the “Analysts’ Conference” and the “CEO Round Table”, both initiated and organised by SPECTARIS, and for the first time ever the International Symposium ESTO 2010 promoted by the European Optical Society, as well as the OPTATEC exhibitor forum – an ideal mix of information and communication makes it all possible!

OPTATEC 2010: Current Figures

As of today – four months before the event begins – more than 350 exhibitors have already made firm booking for the 10th OPTATEC. These manufacturers and suppliers come from 24 countries around the globe and have thus far reserved 145,000 square feet of overall exhibition floor space. Due to the fact that none of the exhibitors who participated in 2008 have cancelled despite the continuing, difficult economic situation, private trade fair promoter Paul E. Schall and OPTATEC project manager Karen Waldow are very confident that they’ll be able to break the 500 mark at the 10th event. The indicators that this will be the case are good to very good, the markets are recovering all over the world and reorganising, and the additional fields of LED technology, fibre optics, photovoltaic and safety technology are expanding the sphere of exhibitors and expert visitors without compromising OPTATEC’s trade fair concept.

The Schall Group of Companies

The Schall group organises a total of 26 national and international exhibitions at its own, and at external venues both inside and outside of Germany. Six of these are public exhibitions, for example “Faszination Modellbau”. The other 20 events are technical trade fairs which cover important industry sectors. Motek (handling technology), Optatec (optical technologies) and Car & Sound (mobile electronics) are worldwide, leading technical trade fairs. Fakuma (plastics processing) and Blechexpo (sheet metal processing) are each considered the number two events in their respective industries throughout the world, and Control (quality assurance) is considered number one around the globe. At the events which take place in Germany, 12 to 20% of the visitors come from foreign countries. Alone in Stuttgart, Schall’s Motek, Control and Blechexpo trade fairs occupied at total of more than 1,900,000 square feet of floor space in 2007 (this corresponds to 19 fully occupied pavilions) thus making a considerable contribution to utilisation of the Stuttgart Exhibition Centre. On the twelve days during which these events were held, representatives from roughly 3000 exhibiting companies, as well as approximately 80,000 visitors came to Stuttgart – a significant push for the local economy, service providers, hotels and restaurants. In the meantime, the trade fair concepts for Motek and Control have also been adopted in France, Italy, Austria, Sweden, China and India. Depending upon which events take place in each respective year, the Schall group generates an annual turnover of about €28 million with roughly 50 employees.
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